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Washmgton (NewsmBureau)«The .

: Justxce Department launched its own|
investigation  yesterday' into - allega-
tions that Air Force 2d Lt. Christopher
Cooke, who, is; being held by military
authorztiu, turned ‘over - top-seret
material® on " Titan intercontinental
missxles to Soviet. dlplomats here. %,

. Until. yesterday, ‘Justice - official: B
'were saying that they had no-evidence:

indicating ‘'that Coo;ce,~25 who was.l. .

deputy commander of a:Titan latunch’
site at McConnell (Kan) -Air. Force
Base, had given the Russians any-see:”
rets in three visits.to the Sov1et Embas—
'sy within the last year..

Sourees close to the mvestzgatxon
say that the Air- Force “since. has
changed some codes used in giving the-
signal ‘to- launch Strategic Air' Com-:

mand “missiles . aimed .at the Soviets]

Unien.

These sources said also that‘a high-)
level decision at the Justice Depart-
- ment and. the Pentagon-was made to
“ bring the Justice Department’s Crimis

. nal Division into the investigation. Air{ .

Force officials have-charged- Cooke
‘only with. violating. military  regula-

. tions by making the three visits to the [

embassy thhout not:fymg supenor ;-.,_’;

THE DA!LY NEWS also learned
that - investigators=i believe “Cooke

- appeared to be playm some kind of 2

" double-agent game by contacting-the:

' Central ~Intelligence: Agency "~ at the.

- same time that:he was visitingthe]
. Soviet Embassy; which is located a few

. blocks from the White House, .--.- ;)
“. Cooke reportedly was: observed by
FBI agents when he entered the embas-

" sy. The agents regularly take photo-
- graphs .of -everyone who-enters the
~ building but they apparently had trou~
ble identifying Cooke at first. ; :
,..At the same. t1me, he was makmg a:

.......
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" © tions were never-checked out~he-had-:

| ‘1' :the Strategic-Air Command. put: found_-‘

e 7‘,‘3‘ e

- lthu‘d attemptto Jom the CIAe early thls :
“year by phoning a recruiter,.it was
reported CIA officials say the applica-

- applied in-1978 and 1979, too, and no<
; background check was made,is ’
i Cooke,.a; -graduate of Old- Domimon
¢+ University in: Virginia who had'a mas.
" ter’s degree from the College:of wits
iam and Mary, jomed the Air Foree:in
Decen}bef 1979 o

ATR FORCE mvestxgators did make:
;thorough background mveahganon
-of ‘him asg is: customar)nfor ‘officers in.

a

+ "nothing to dzsquahfy him from.joinin
the missile foree;’

* Investigators* believe " { ;
have tipped off the Soviets to some of

. the targets that his Titan missile unit’

.. was aimed at..But it is untikely that-

;. Cooke knew the entire closely guarded
Z strateglc mtegrated operating plan:]
(SIOP) : Th ’plan lists Sovxet targets

for each o +the 52 Txtans and 1000
.- Minuteman missiles as well as the fleet
-~ 0f B-52..bombers  and J_Poseidon
. submarmes. e .

Meanwhﬂe Cookes mother Mrs.
" Richard B. Cooke of Rxchmond, Va.,
.. was given special -perniissiontp vxsat
. her son yesterday at- McConne!l ‘where
“he has been-held since May 22 Mrs.]
% Cooke-told reporters in Wichita, Kan:;
“that her'son complained; about bemg
held in “maxmmm confmement” He

Capt. Franezs Pedrotty, saxd he has. al
‘wrltten agreement between Cooke and-
‘ the Air Force promising the lieutenant
xmmumty from . prosecutxon “if* he’
cooperates: iully "But Air Force offx—~
. cials said that any such’ agreement 13
:void .~ because -  Cooke .- ha

¢ cooperated. s




